
Oberstar’s bill, which has 150 
co-sponsors, is supported by 
more than 300 organizations 
from conservation groups, 
farmers, fishers, boaters, un-
ions, and local government 
organizations.  Ducks Unlim-
ited and the Izaak Walton 
League have come out in sup-
port of CWRA. 

“This bill is designed to re-
store the authority of the 
Clean Water Act so it has the 
same effect it had prior to the 
Supreme Court Rulings,” said 
Oberstar, “CWRA will not 
create onerous new rules of 
regulations.” 

Exemptions for farming, min-
ing and logging are still up-
held in the new bill. “The 
Clean Water Act has been 
around for almost 35 years 
and we have proven that we 
can clean up our water, pro-
tect our wetlands and have a 
thriving economy,” said Ober-
star. 

 

Clean Water Restoration Act Fights Pollution 

Farm Bill Forum 

Last week Congressman Jim 
Oberstar introduced the 
Clean Water Restoration Act, 
a piece of legislation aimed at 
cleaning up “point source” 
water pollution and promot-
ing conservation of our na-
tion’s wetlands. 

Two Supreme Court Deci-
sions in 2001 and 2006 had 
effectively stripped the origi-
nal Clean Water Act, remov-
ing the authority of the Army 
Corp of Engineers and the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to enforce CWA on 
our nation’s wetlands and 
waterways. 

“These rulings ignore every-
thing we have learned about 
water pollution and wetland 
conservation,” Oberstar said, 
“You have to control pollu-
tion at its source.  If you wait 
until it hits a major waterway, 
it is too late to deal with the 
problem effectively.” 

The 2007 CWRA will look to 
restore the Clean Water Act 

to its original intent, returning 
authority of the EPA and 
Army Corp to “navigable” 
waterways. “You only have to 
look at the devastation caused 
by hurricane Katrina and the 
flooding on the Mississippi 
River in the mid 1990’s to see 
how wetlands protect us by 
holding back flood waters,” 
said Oberstar, “Wetlands also 
filter ground water and allow 
it to recharge aquifers.  The 
Ogallala Aquifer provides 
water to eight states from Ne-
braska to Texas, but many of 
the wetlands that filter and 
recharge it have lost their 
protection due to these Su-
preme Court rulings.” 

The Clean Water Restoration 
Act has different implications 
for every state.  In Minnesota, 
for example, CWRA will have 
no impact on the regulation 
of wetlands. The state of Min-
nesota has environmental laws 
in place that are more strin-
gent than Federal regulations 
in CWRA. 

Utilization Research Institute 

Roger Vogt- Farmer, Palisade 
Minnesota 

Lee Johnston- State Director, 
Minnesota Milk Producers 
Assoc. 

“Farmers are the most versa-
tile and resourceful people 
you will find,” said Oberstar, 
“We need their help to draft a 
farm bill that helps our family 
farmers.” 

On Monday June 4th Con-
gressman Oberstar will host a 
forum on the upcoming 2007 
reauthorization of the Farm 
bill. 

With the Farm Security Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 set to 
expire, Oberstar hopes to get 
the input of farmers in the 8th 
Congressional District, and 
the rest of rural, farming Min-
nesota. 

“We have an opportunity to 
restructure our farm and food 

policies to benefit family farm-
ers and consumers,” Oberstar 
said, “This bill can also ad-
dress some of America’s big-
gest energy, health, and envi-
ronmental changes.” 

Oberstar will address the fo-
rum with a panel of experts; 

Mark Glaess- Chair, Gopher 
Consumers United for Rail 
Equity 

Michael Sparby- Project Devel-
opment Director, Agricultural 
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The farm bill forum will 
be held at the Morrison 
County Government 
Center, Monday July 4th, 
from 7-9pm 

Range 4th of July Cele-
bration 

Gilbert, July 3rd 

Aurora, July 3rd 

Eveleth, July 4th 

Nashwauk, July 4th 

Keewatin, July 4th 

Biwabik, July 4th 

Jims Schedule 



Assistance Headed to Ham Lake Business Owners  

cations infrastructure in the 
gunflint region, in the same 
month the tourist season be-
gins.  It is estimated that tele-
phone communications may 
not be restored in the area 
until the end of July, forcing 
resort owners to book their 
reservations by cell phone.  
Also, they cannot process 
fishing licenses or credit cards 
without the communications 
infrastructure. 

Oberstar remains optimistic 
about the resources to rebuild 
the region, “I am going to ask 
FEMA Administrator David 
Paulison to help in thinking 
creatively about this situation.  
Let’s get the proper designa-
tion in place so FEMA can 
come in and do what it’s in-
tended to do,” Oberstar said. 

Last week Congressman Jim 
Oberstar toured the Ham 
Lake area, which was recently 
devastated by fire.  Oberstar 
has asked officials from the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Association (FEMA) to 
meet with him to discuss step-
ping up their involvement and 
relief aid.  “We need to act 
quickly to make sure that 
Cook County gets the help it 
needs before the area’s econ-
omy is devastated,” Oberstar 
said. 

FEMA designates disaster 
relief on the basis of damage 
caused to man-made struc-
tures.  This could be a poten-
tial problem for gunflint trail 
residents.  While almost 
76,000 acres were burned and 
135 buildings lost in the fire, 
the damage may not have a 

high enough price tag to war-
rant federal disaster declara-
tion.  After meeting with area 
residents, business owners, 
and other community leaders, 
Oberstar is calling on FEMA 
to step up. 

“In this case, magnitude 
should not be measured in 
number of structures de-
stroyed, but by the intensity of 
the effect,” Oberstar said. “In 
this area, the intensity of ef-
fect is huge because of the 
nature of the economy here.  
If resort owners are without 
communication for three 
months on a five-month eco-
nomic season, then they 
might as well have all burnt to 
the ground.” 

The fires destroyed most of 
the telephone and communi-

Oberstar Visits Gunflint Trail  

merely burn down trees and 
buildings; it scorched a 
unique infrastructure that the 
residents rely on perhaps 
more than other communi-
ties.” 

The SBA gives long term re-
covery assistance in the form 
of low-interest loans to home 
owners, renters, businesses of 
all sizes and private non-profit 
organizations.  The SBA con-
tains an Office of Disaster 
Assistance that provides af-
fordable financial assistance to 
disaster victims. 

Help is on the way for busi-
ness owners and residents on 
the Gunflint Trail.  Fires in 
the Ham Lake area recently 
destroyed most of the areas 
business and communication 
infrastructure.  The U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion signed off on an 
“Administrative/Agency Dec-
laration” for Cook and Lake 
Counties, allowing qualifying 
people access to physical and 
economic injury loans 
through the SBA. 

“This is good news for not 
only business and homeown-

ers in the Gunflint Trail area, 
but for the economic future of 
the two-county region,” Ober-
star said, “It is a significant 
step in the rebuilding of busi-
nesses, communities, and 
lives.” 

Oberstar continued, “I am 
glad the SBA has recognized 
the seriousness of the situa-
tion and responded to the 
needs of the people of North-
eastern Minnesota.” 

“The isolation of the Gunflint 
Trail community essentially 
multiplies the devastation,” 
said Oberstar, “The fire didn’t 

Page 2 Oberstar Democracy Project 

“In this case, 
magnitude should 
not be measured in 
number of 
structures destroyed, 
but by the intensity 
of the effect,” 
Oberstar said 

This is good news 
for not only business 
and homeowners in 
the Gunflint Trail 
area, but for the 
economic future of 
the two-county 
region,” Oberstar 
said 
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The Oberstar Democracy Project         Writing a letter to the editor  
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Please share your story about Jim:  

 

Please fill out and return form to: Friends of Jim Oberstar • 222 West 1st Street • Duluth, MN 55802 


	Clean Water Restoration Act Fights Pollution

	Farm Bill Forum

	Inside this issue:

	May 31st, 2007

	Volume II, Issue IV

	Assistance Headed to Ham Lake Business Owners 

	Oberstar Visits Gunflint Trail 

	Page #

	Oberstar Democracy Project

	Contact the Campaign!



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



