
Oberstar Reacts to Petraeus Testimony 
Congressman Jim Oberstar reacted strongly 
to General Petraeus and Ambassador 
Crocker’s report on the situation in Iraq. 
“The surge included an increase of 20,000 
to 30,000 troops,” Oberstar said in an inter-
view last month, “but also a 50% increase 
in US casualties and a similar increase in 
civilian casualties. The culmination of these 
two reports in the context of other evalua-
tions of our situation concludes that the US 
needs to be drawing down our troops.” In 
addition to the Petraeus and Crocker re-
ports, Oberstar says we have to look at the 
findings of the Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) and the National Intelligence 
Estimate to give us an accurate and bal-
anced picture of the situation in Iraq.  

Of the 18 benchmarks the Bush administra-
tion set to gauge progress in Iraq, 15 remain 
unmet.  

Oberstar is one of 70 Members of Congress 
who signed a letter notifying President Bush 
that they will only support appropriating 
additional funds for US military operations 
in Iraq for the protection and safe redeploy-
ment of US troops out of Iraq. “We owe 
our troops continued support while they’re 
carrying on this mission, but we owe them 
the message that their mission is coming to 
an end.” 

“It appears to me that this Bush Admini-
stration is going down the same road that 
Richard Nixon followed in Vietnam: seven 
more years, 20,000 more deaths, and a long 
protracted departure that resulted in pain 
inflicted on both the Vietnamese popula-
tion and US forces… Left to themselves [the 
Iraqis] will have to figure it out within their 
system, context, within their mix of relig-
ions – the way they see government func-
tioning, not the way we operate our govern-
ment,” Oberstar said. 

“The bush Administration vary naively thought 
that we were going to have a military interven-
tion, establish a civilian government, and set 
this government on the course of a functional 
democracy as we’ve had it in the US for 230 
years. That was an impossible mission. Our 
democracy has evolved since 1066. It’s taken us 
nearly 1000 years to develop the constitutional 
system we enjoy. [Our presence in Iraq] simply 
is not working and we need to bring our troops 
home.” 
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“We owe our troops 
continued support while 
they’re carrying on this 
mission, but we owe them the 
message that their mission is 
coming to an end.” 

Congressman Jim 
Oberstar in his reaction 
to the Petraeus Testimony 



Oberstar Announces Northstar Commuter Grant 

Earlier last month, Congressman Oberstar held a 
hearing on fixing the nation’s structurally defi-
cient bridges. He used his opening to promote his 
National Highway System Bridge Reconstruction 
Initiative to provide funding to states to repair 
and replace structurally deficient bridges. 
“Addressing the needs of bridges on the NHS is 
critical to public safety, regional and national 
mobility and economic competitiveness,” Ober-
star said last month. “It demands a national re-
sponse.”  

According to the US Department of Transporta-
tion, there are more than 73,000 bridges in the 
US given the designation Structurally Deficient.  

In his opening statement, Oberstar said that “the 
tragic collapse of the I-35W bridge in Minneapo-
lis demonstrates the need to make a commitment 
to invest in the maintenance and major recon-
struction our nation’s infrastructure.  Many facili-
ties are being stretched to the limit of their design 
life and beyond.” 

Oberstar’s initiative has four components: raise 
the standards for bridge inspections, increase 
training, and provide new technologies for bridge 
inspectors; create a trust fund to finance the re-
pair, rehabilitation, or replacement of deteriorat-
ing bridges; distribute funding on the basis of 
safety and need—with no earmarks allowed; and 

create a dedicated revenue stream to keep that 
trust fund solvent.  

“While the terrible events of August 1, 2007, have 
served as a wake-up call for many policymakers and 
leaders around the country, others have failed to 
understand the lessons to be learned from this 
tragedy.  Sometimes, political leaders have to make 
hard choices, and some of those choices involve 
funding priorities.  We have an opportunity to lead 
and to make a commitment to upgrading our infra-
structure so that events like this will not occur 
again,” Oberstar said.  

Oberstar Holds Hearings on Structurally Deficient 
Bridges in US, Proposes Bridge Initiative 

preliminary hurdles.  I am 
optimistic that the grant will 
be approved,” said Oberstar. 

When it is completed the 
commuter trains will be able 
to move as many as six thou-
sand people a day during the 
morning rush hour commute.  
The trains will travel at speeds 
of up to 79 miles per hour 
making the 41 mile commute 
to from Big Lake to Minnea-
polis in just 40 minutes.  The 
Northstar line is expected to 
begin operation in late 2009.  

The Northstar commuter line 
is one step closer to a reality 
in Minnesota after Congress-
man Jim Oberstar announced 
$5.6 million in federal grants, 
awarded to the Northstar 
Corridor Rail Project, to se-
cure an easement from the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railroad to permit the com-
muter trains to travel on Bur-
lington’s tracks between Min-
neapolis and Big Lake. 

“This will ease traffic conges-
tion on I-94 and Highway 10,” 
said Oberstar. “Commuter 
rail, bus transit, and even bike 

paths are all part of the solu-
tion to the problem of conges-
tion. We can take cars off the 
highways and make traffic 
move more efficiently.” 

The Department of Transpor-
tation is in the final stages of 
reviewing the Northstar Com-
muter Rail Project’s request 
for matching federal funds.  If 
the request is approved, the 
federal government will con-
tribute another $160 million 
to the project.  A final deci-
sion on that grant request will 
be made later this fall.  “The 
project has cleared most of the 
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“While the terrible events of 
August 1, 2007, have served 
as a wake-up call for many 
policymakers and leaders 
around the country, others 
have failed to understand the 
lessons to be learned from this 
tragedy.”   

Congressman Jim 
Oberstar in his House 
Hearing on Structurally 
Deficient Bridges 



Contact the Campaign! 
Blake Chaffee 

Campaign Manager 

(218) 310– 4376 

blake@oberstar.org 

Alana Petersen 

Political Director 

(218) 213– 4129 

alana@oberstar.org 

Local DFL Unit 

Chair:Don Bye 

8th CD: 

www.cd8dfl.org 



 

E-mail 

Name        Phone 

Address        

City             State   Zip 

Please contact me about— 

The Oberstar Democracy Project         Writing a letter to the editor  

Volunteering                Using my name and testimonial 

Traveling around MN to support Democrats 

Placing a lawn sign in my yard 

 

Please sign me up for—  

The Oberstar Democracy Project                E-mail updates from Jim    

Please share your story about Jim:  

 

Please fill out and return form to: Friends of Jim Oberstar • 222 West 1st Street • Duluth, MN 55802 


	Oberstar Reacts to Petraeus Testimony

	Inside this issue:

	September 30, 2007

	Volume II, Issue VIII

	Oberstar Announces Northstar Commuter Grant

	Oberstar Holds Hearings on Structurally Deficient Bridges in US, Proposes Bridge Initiative

	Page #

	Oberstar Democracy Project

	Contact the Campaign!



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



